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D I T T O N   P A R I S H   C O U N C I L


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE OPEN SPACES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD IN THE ACORN ROOM AT DITTON COMMUNITY CENTRE ON WEDNESDAY 20th APRIL 2022 


PRESENT: 	CLLRS MRS G GODDEN [CHAIR], MRS J DEARDEN [VICE-CHAIR], J LOVER [EX-OFFICIO], A MULCUCK, N NEWMAN & MRS A THROSSELL
	MRS N GREENAWAY [CLERK OF THE COUNCIL]


430.	OPENING OF MEETING  

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 8.10pm.


431.	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
 
There were no apologies for absence.	


432.	DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

Cllr Mrs Dearden declared a personal interest in item 435(b) as the memorial bench request was from her family.  Cllr Mrs Godden declared a personal interest in item 436 as she retains an allotment.  Cllr Mulcuck declared a personal interest in item 439 as the noticeboard would be close to his property.


433.	FINANCE

(a) Financial Analysis Month 11 

It was noted that a further payment had been received and the full amount received for budget 1039 [youth centre electric].  Cllr Mrs Dearden said she felt the training budgets should be increased for all departments.  The Clerk advised that unspent training budgets from last year had been slipped forward to go towards the additional training required this year.


434.	MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

           Groundswork Schedule – Update

The latest schedule was circulated and it was noted that progress was being made but some tasks had now been rescheduled until September [such as tree/hedge trimming as they cannot be done in nesting season]. 
   
        
435.	RECREATION GROUNDS MATTERS

(a) Kilnbarn playpark repair to gate

It was NOTED that the Admin Assistant had contacted the play repair company to accept the original quote as no alternative contractors were able to do this repair.
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(b) Memorial request for Bench or Tree  

It was NOTED a request had been received and a bench would be preferred.  Suitable locations would be identified and brought back to the next meeting.
 
(c) Outside the school - replacement noticeboard      

The Clerk advised that the existing noticeboard was in a poor state of repair but she would need to check on the current status of whether it could be repaired or a replacement was required.

	          
436.	ALLOTMENT MATTERS

(a) Allotment key cost & re- cap of allotment managers report

It was confirmed that the cost of a key deposit was £25 and this covered the net cost to the council.  It was further noted that a combination lock would not be suitable for the allotments and also to return all the existing key deposits would prove very expensive.  

 
437.	MUGA – REFURBISHMENT 

(a) Further to presentation given on 4th April 2022

Cllr Mrs Dearden said she would like confirmation that the proposed surface would be acceptable to other users of the MUGA.  It was suggested that Trevor May be contacted to see if there were alternative surfaces that could be used and also that the option of the council obtaining its own funding should be explored.  Finally it was agreed that whatever happens the Council would remain responsible for setting the level of fees.

RESOLVED  	to undertake further research and the findings brought back to the next
 meeting.  


438.	QUARRY 

(a) Youths in Quarry damage/anti-social behaviour

The Chair reported that she had discovered a lot damage and debris as result of anti-social behaviour near to the bee cliff in the quarry.  She advised she had reported it to the police.  It was NOTED that the grounds staff had removed the initial debris but more had since appeared.  The Chair advised that a resident from Ragstone Court had kindly removed debris from the top area of the cliff and put it in a skip.

	RESOLVED	to keep monitoring this area and report further issues.

[bookmark: _GoBack]   
439.	NEW NOTICEBOARD BRADBOURNE LANE

(a) New location for a new noticeboard Bradbourne Lane

A previous request from Cllr Mulcuck for a notice board in the vicinity of Bradbourne Lane was considered.  It was NOTED that permission from KCC may be necessary as the proposed location on the small grass verge at the junction with the A20 belonged to KCC.  The Clerk will look into if permission is required and if so, would there be a cost involved.
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440.	THE FORD

The Clerk advised that a site meeting had been arranged to meet with an Officer from Kent Highways for the following week.  The Chair will attend along with the Clerk and Admin Officer.  Cllr Mrs Dearden said she would also attend if she was able to.


441.	CORRESPONDENCE

Kent Countryside Voice 	Spring/Summer 2022
				CIRCULATED, READ and NOTED.



442.	CLOSURE

	The meeting closed at 8.38pm.







											     Chairman
											4th May 2022
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