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D I T T O N   P A R I S H   C O U N C I L  


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE OPEN SPACES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT DITTON COMMUNITY CENTRE ON MONDAY 27TH  NOVEMBER  2023  7.30PM

PRESENT: 	CLLRS N NEWMAN (CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL), MRS A THROSSELL (VICE-CHAIR), A MULCUCK, A WATERS, J COX, MRS L COX, D MARKHAM, D ADDLINGTON & M PORTER ( EX OFFICIO)
	MRS N GREENAWAY (CLERK TO THE COUNCIL)
	MRS B BENN (ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT)


278. OPENING OF MEETING   

            The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7.30pm.
	

279. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs J Dearden. The previously notified reason for absence was ACCEPTED and APPROVED and recorded in the absence book Ref: 530.


280. DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

	            None received.


281. FINANCE

(a)   Machinery Report.

The Administrative Assistant explained that due to the changes in Staff and the all the different sets of information collected and still to be collected, the report was still being worked on.
	
 	RESOLVED  information will be collated and the Machinery report will be
                                             discussed at Januarys meeting.    

(b) Draft estimates for 2024/25
            
Cllr A Waters queried if the amount budgeted for the insurance was sufficient and should it be increased. It was explained by The Clerk, that it was for Vehicle Insurance only.

Cllr A Mulcuck asked why the income for the year appeared to be lower than expected. The Clerk explained that some monies had not been due yet, this financial year.

      RESOLVED to RECOMMEND to accept the draft estimates in principal, and                                                                                                                                                           
      	                                                  for these estimates to be referred to the 
                                                        Finance and Administration Committee.			                                        
       
(c) Hire of the Cherry Picker for Tree Work.

The Administrative Assistant requested, on behalf of the Head Groundsman for permission to hire a Cherry Picker in order to carry out tree work. It was NOTED that this had been allocated funds in both this financial year and next year’s budgets. This was APPROVED.

(d) School Grounds Maintenance – Junior School

The Clerk explained to The Council, that a meeting is to be set up with the Head Teacher at the Junior School. This was to discuss their requirements regarding the work carried out by The Parish for maintenance of the school grounds, going forward into the next financial year.

Cllr A Mulcuck suggested that maybe a representative of The Council should attend.

 	RESOLVED Cllr N Newman offered help and information for the meeting and                    .                                           offered to attend.
      

282.  ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

(a) Removal of waste oil in Grounds Compound.

The Administrative Assistant explained that the old oil was now stored safely and gave The Council a new quote of £150.00 to have the waste oil removed.

RESOLVED to ACCEPT the quote of £150.00 to remove the waste oil.

(b) Removal of poplar tree KBRRG.

       The Council was updated and given the upcoming dates of the removal. 


283. ALLOTMENTS

                       The council was updated regarding the Rent and Tenancy Agreements.


284. DITTON COURT QUARRY LOCAL NATURE RESERVE

(a) Meadow Maker Project Biodiversity Landowner Agreement.

The Clerk explained that to proceed with the project, the Council would be required to sign an agreement. It was NOTED that part of the land is leased on a 20 year lease and that approval from Tarmac was needed. 

RESOLVED	to contact the owners of the leased land to get their approval and to get a Solicitor to go over the agreement for the funding.                                                               



(b) Request from Cllr A Mulcuck to consider seeking funding to purchase quarry land.

Cllr A Mulcuck explained that he had recently read an article on another parish buying some land to protect woodland and could this be an option for Ditton Parish Council to purchase the additional quarry land.

The Clerk explained that there was 18 years left on the current lease of quarry land and the company who own the land have agreed liability throughout the lease, therefore is protected during this time.

RESOLVED  to wait and see if the Meadow Project takes off and maybe review 
                     again when we are close to our lease expiring. 



(c) Trees at the quarry border and fence repairs.
      
The Administrative Assistant informed the Council that the Groundsmen had removed a diseased pine tree near the quarry entrance. She also informed The Council that the fence would now need repairing and that the Groundsmen were happy to replace the fencing. A quote was shown for the materials of £650.00, which was ACCEPTED.


      285.     VILLAGE GREEN

(a) Replacement posts
                   
The Clerk explained that many of the posts and chains on the Village Green were in need of replacing. The Clerk also explained that the old way of cement and cast was no longer a viable option. Various options were DISCUSSED including wood with rails with chains threaded through.

Cllr Mrs A Throssell suggested looking into recycled plastic posts or large pieces of Ragstone.

RESOLVED to research the benefit of using recycled plastic and to look into                                 
                     costings.

(b) Repairs to the wall on boundary of Churchyard and Village Green.

The Council was informed that the quote had been ACCEPTED and we were awaiting a date for the work to commence.

(c) Tree Work
 
The Council was updated that we can now go ahead with the planned tree                                                             work on the Village Green that was submitted to TMBC.


(d) Carols on the Green

The Council was informed that permission for the Church to use the Village Green for their annual Carol Service was granted.
      
286. CORRESPONDENCE 

(a) For Noting

(i) War Memorial Trust

The magazine was available to read.

(ii) MR623 at Ditton ( New Road NRRG) – Submission to Planning Inspectorate

The Council was advised that an objection to the public right of way had been put forward, so the case has now been referred to the Planning Inspectorate.

(b) For decision

(i) Request for feedback on Kent Cycling and Walking Plans

READ and NOTED -  not a concern for this Parish.


287. CLOSURE

   		The meeting closed at 8.09pm.





Chairman
4th December 2023

									                         	









