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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE OPEN SPACES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT DITTON COMMUNITY CENTRE ON MONDAY 20th MARCH 2023 


PRESENT: 	CLLRS MRS A THROSSELL [VICE-CHAIR] MRS J DEARDEN, A MULCUCK, N NEWMAN & D ADDLINGTON 
	MRS N GREENAWAY [CLERK TO THE COUNCIL]
	MRS G JEFFS [ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT]


407.	OPENING OF MEETING   

The meeting was opened by the Vice - Chair at 8.39pm.


408.	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
 
None received.	

409.	DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

	None received.

410.	FINANCE

(a) Financial Analysis Month 10 
 
CIRCULATED, READ & NOTED

Cllr Mulcuck asked why the water cost was so high compared to previous months.

The Administrative Assistant will investigate and report back at the next meeting.

411.     MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

(a) Allotment Replacement Shelter – new steps proposal 

The Administrative Assistant REPORTED that a site meeting was attended by the Allotment Manager Cllr Mrs Throssell and the step was inspected and whilst this is slightly bigger than first agreed it was ACCEPTED by all Councillor’s.  Once the steps have been cemented in, the Allotment Managers will inspect this work and then carry out allotment inspections. It was NOTED that a space was available to become an Allotment Manager. Cllr Mrs Jackie Dearden was ACCEPTED as an Allotment Manager. 

It was NOTED that a pile of stacked patio slabs were in the allotments. It was further NOTED that the Administrative Assistant is to contact DATS and ask what the intended use of these slabs are. 

RESOLVED 	to ask DATS what the slabs are intended for?

		
412.	RECREATIONAL GROUND MATTERS 

(a) Replacement damaged fencing outside the quarry

It was REPORTED that a number of vandalism acts were carried out on the Recreational Ground and the ‘Ranch’ Style fencing in front of the entrance to the Quarry/Nature Reserve was destroyed. It was further NOTED that the whole section is rotting and will need to be replaced. The Administrative Assistant will obtain a quote for the materials and the ground staff will erect this.

RESOLVED	Administrative Assistant to obtain quotes and report back.
  
(b) Replacement damaged litter bins

It was REPORTED that two litter bins were also vandalised on the Recreational Ground.  It was AGREED that two new litter bins will be purchased.

RESOLVED	The Administrative Assistant to purchase new litter bins.

(c) Trees outside Woodland – a call for sites 

A discussion took place regarding Kent County Council’s ‘Plan Tree’. It was REPORTED that KCC are looking for small sites for small woodlands up to 0.5ha for planting.  It was suggested that we contact East Malling Trust to see if they have suitable land for this project.

RESOLVED	The Administrative Assistant to contact East Malling Trust. 


413.	CORRESPONDENCE 

(a) Ditton Minors Football Club 

A letter was received from Ditton Minors Football Club which was CIRCULATED, READ and NOTED.

The large event fee was discussed at length and members were reminded this fee is to cover the ‘loss of revenue’ as we are unable to take any large event in the Community Centre. It was further NOTED a caretaker will need to be on site early to allow access to power, frequent checks on the toilet facilities, administration of hiring bins, issuing of keys and it is felt that this should not be at the ‘rate payers’ expense. It was AGREED that a reduction would be offered on the first day as a hirer is in and unable to be cancelled.

RESOLVED	First day reduction of £100.00. In total the large event fee will be charged at £400.00 for the two day tournament.
	
414.	CLOSURE

	The meeting closed at 9.09 pm.

										Chairman 											3rd April 2023






