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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE OPEN SPACES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE  HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT DITTON COMMUNITY CENTRE ON MONDAY 5th JULY 2021


PRESENT: 	CLLRS MRS K DENNISON (CHAIR) 
MRS J DEARDEN, MR J LOVER, MRS A THROSSELL AND MR N NEWMAN
                     MR N SAUNDERS ( Grounds Supervisor)
MRS G JEFFS  (Administrative Assistant)  
	         MRS N GREENAWAY (Clerk to the Council)	


56.	OPENING OF MEETING

	The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7.20pm.


57.	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs J Thwaites & Cllr Mrs G Godden.  The previously notified reasons for absence were ACCEPTED and APPROVED and recorded in the absence book Ref.469.


58.	DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS

None Received.

59.	ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR

Cllr Jackie Dearden was nominated by Cllr Lover and seconded by Cllr Throssell.  There being no further nominations, Cllr Mrs Deaden was duly elected Vice Chair of the Open Spaces and Amenities Committee for 2021/2022.  


60.	FINANCE 

(a) Month 2

CIRCULATED, READ and NOTED


61.	ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

It was NOTED that no items were brought forward.


62.	RECREATION GROUNDS MATTERS

(a) Football Pitch requests

Pitch requests were read from Ditton Minors, Castle Colts and Kilnbarn FC.

	RESOLVED	To accede to these requests.

(b) Football Fee’s – Next Season 

It was NOTED that all of the teams using the Recreational Grounds during the pandemic had seen significant reduction in play due to adhering to Government Restrictions and guidelines.  It was AGREED a ‘Freeze’ on current pitch fees would last for one year and next year/season the pitch fees would be reviewed.

	RESOLVED	To ‘Freeze’ current pitch fee prices for 1 year.

63.	ALLOTMENT MATTERS

(a)  It was NOTED all Allotment rents were received and all plot holders had made the most of using their plots throughout the pandemic. It was NOTED trees were comparably low but costs associated with the provision of allotments were increasing. It was suggested a 10% price increase be implemented.

RESOLVED	The Administrative Assistant to contact plot holders in November when the rents are due and advise of the increased fees.

				2020                                       2021
£11.20                                   £12.30                   Half plot
£10.40                                   £11.40                   Senior Citizen Rate
£20.80                                   £22.80                   Full Plot 


(b) Allotment Inspection – Dates to be agreed

It was NOTED an allotment inspection had been booked for Tuesday 13th July 2021 with the Allotment Managers.  They will report the findings at the next meeting in September.
  

64.	QUARRY LNR MATTERS
	
(a) 5 year Management plan 

It was NOTED that the Quarry Management Plan is coming up for a renewal.  It was AGREED the Administrative Assistant would contact Mike Easterbrook and Mark Pritchard to make further enquiries.

RESOLVED	The Administrative Assistant will make contact and make arrangements.

(b) Road Chippings for paths 

It was NOTED Cllr Mulcuck would like to seek advice to add further chippings to the quarry paths.

RESOLVED	The Administrative Assistant to contact Mark Pritchard from Medway Valley Country Partnership to gain his views on adding more chippings.

(c) Wildflower seeds – update

It was REPORTED the wildflower seed was spread back in in the summer last year.  Unfortunately no flowers have been seen yet and it may be that this hasn’t taken. It will continue to be monitored.


(d) Litter Bin
	
A suggestion for a bin in the quarry was NOTED.   The Administrative Assistant had contacted Kent Fire & Rescue regarding the safety of placing a bin in the Quarry.  It was REPORTED and it was NOTED due to the bin being out of sight this isn’t the right location because of the risk of fire.  It was suggested the Councillors will walk around the Village and look at potential new bin sites and report back at the next meeting.


65.	TREES

	Winter Tree Survey & Spring Survey Update  

It was REPORTED the Tree survey’s had taken place and a couple of trees are to be placed on the ‘watch list’ & the full leaf survey will be completed shortly. 


66.	FENCING  
  

(a) Boundary Fence request

It was REPORTED that a further meeting had taken place with a resident regarding a boundary fence at the New Road Recreational Ground. A solution to this would be for the resident to place close board fence at their own cost and the Parish Council to place Steel Palisade fence to secure its boundary.  It was AGREED it was preferably to have a legal document drawn up by the Council’s solicitor Cllr Mulcuck proposed to proceed on this basis and Cllr Lover Seconded this proposal. Councillors voted in favour, with one abstaining.

		RESOLVED	The Parish Clerk to make the necessary arrangements.

(b) Fencing in the village – quotations 

It was REPORTED a number of fencing issues had arisen in the Village and that quotations had been sought for the replacement.  After discussion it was AGREED that this would be prioritised and placed within a 5 year plan.

RESOLVED	The Administrative Assistant to place the urgent requests into next year’s budget proposal and the rest will be    prioritised and will then be placed within a 5 year plan. 


67.	CORRESPONDENCE FOR DECISION - GENERAL

	It was REPORTED no correspondence was received.




  68.	CORRESPONDENCE FOR DECISION FOR NOTING 

	It was REPORTED no correspondence was received.


69.	CLOSURE

	The meeting closed at 8.45pm.

                                                                                                                                        Chairman
										         9th August 2021























[image: http://www.nalc.gov.uk/library/our-work/lcas/1374-foundation-logo-green/file]
                                                                                          
 
image1.jpeg
LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME
" FOUNDATION




